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REMARKS AT PHI KAPPA PHI INITIATION - April 10, 1985
There is no greater professional honor than to be recognized
as the best in the field of work you have chosen for yourself.
The recognition today proclaims to all that as students there
are none superior to you. This event, I hope, is more than a
culmination of a successful student career. Those who have
evaluated you, I trust, have correctly identified characteristics
that will lead to continuing accomplishment at a high level,
bringing with it additional times of reward and praise. This
then is a beginning, or if not your first event in the spotlight
of achievement, one of the early ones in what will become a series
of such events in your lives.
Though you have been selected as our best, we must accept
the responsibility for the quality of the academic rigors that
have comprised your experience at Grand Valley. You may achieve,
but to what advantage? Unless we offer you the best of challenge,
advice, information, intellect and instruction, there will be
very little advantage.
My expectation is that we have kept faith with you, and
that you will discover that we have as you go forth from this

place to test your intelligence and its development with others
who have not. And we the faculty want you to keep faith with
us. We believe in the life of the mind. We cherish the intellect
and its capacity for growth and deepening. You are the best of
those to whom we dedicate a high share of our professional lives.
We expect much from you. Though we lay no personal obligation
on you, nor do we have the right, from now on what you do with
your fine minds will either justify our commitment or undermine
it.
Our confidence is that you will realize your goals and our
hopes for you, and thereby establish permanently a bond of
apprecition and even affection between yourself and those here
who embody the Grand Valley experience for you. That bond can
be satisfying for you and for us. Like a daughter or son, whatever
transpires you will always be ours and we will be a part of your
forming years. When you go you will go from our house with honor.
When you and your families return you will always be welcome.

